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Correspondence 
learning

1862 - Land grant universities 
1873 - The Society to 
Encourage Studies at Home
1900s - The Workers 
Education Association, UK
1900s - Te Kura, NZ
1900s - U.S. Army 

1921 - Latter Day Saints' Univ. 
of Salt Lake City
1922 - Univ. of Wisconsin & 
Univ. of Minnesota
1945 - Iowa State University 
1950 - The Australian School of 
the Air
1969 - The UK Open University

20th century - ANGEL, 
Blackboard, eCollege AU+, 
IntraLearn, WebCT
21st century - Skype, 
Khan Academy, Zoom,  
Slack, Teams, Google 
doc/classroom

TIMELINE IN PROGRESS

Educational 
broadcasting

internet 
learning



The Evolution of Distance Education

Correspondence Learning:

1862 -- Land grant universities (Morril Acts of 1862 and 1890)
1873-1897 -- The Society to Encourage Studies at Home
1900s -- The Workers Education Association in the UK

1900s -- Te Kura in New Zealand 
1900s - U.S. Army 

 
 
 



The Evolution of Distance Education

Educational Broadcasting:
 

1921 -- Latter Day Saints' University of Salt Lake City
1922 -- University of Wisconsin & University of Minnesota

1945 -- Iowa State University 
1950 -- The Australian School of the Air
1969 -- The UK Open University (UKOU)

 
 
 



The Evolution of Distance Education
Internet Learning:

 

20th century -- E-learning 
Online educational tools -- ANGEL, Blackboard, eCollege AU+, 

IntraLearn, WebCT
21st century -- more online educational technologies 

Skype, Khan Academy, Zoom, Google docs/classroom, Slack, 
Teams, and more. 

 
 



Correspondence 
education

Serving the Under-served

Women, working-class people, 
remote area population

U.S. Military

Military overseas

Learning Practice

Didactic teaching style 
Holmberg's "guided didactic conversation"

Teacher dominates the communication 
 



educational 
broadcasting

Radio Broadcasting

The Australian School of the Air

Television Broadcasting

The UK Open University
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) 

 PBS

Learning practice

Learner-teacher minimal interaction
Large scale enrollments 

Teacher dominates the communication 



Internet 
learning

E-Learning

Computer and internet mediated 
learning delivery and process

online educational tools

Blackboard, Khan Academy,
Google Classroom & docs,

Zoom, Teams, Podcast
 

Learning practice 

Hybrid & Fully online
 Synchronous & asynchronous

Interaction & collaboration are improving
Open Online Resources available 
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